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CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 275 

LIMDIS 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, RH, UK, BC, SA, SF, LT 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA CONSTITUTIONAL DISPUTE 

REF: CAPE TOWN 267 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER KOTSOKOANE INFORMED ME IN CONFIDENCE ON 
MARCH 14 THAT THE OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE WOULD CONCENTRATE 
ALL OF ITS RESOURCES ON RHODESIA IF THE PRESENT PEACEFUL EFFORTS 
TO RESOLVE THE CONSTITUTION DISPUTE FAILED. ACCORDING TO KOTSO- 
KOANE THIS IS ONE REASON PRIME MINISTER VORSTER HAD BEEN 
REQUESTED TO WITHDRAW SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE FROM RHODESIA AS 
THE AFRICANS DID NOT WANT A CONFRONTATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA. 

THE MINISTER ADDED THAT MOZAMBIQUE WOULD SUPPORT OPERATIONS 
AGAINST RHODESIA AND THAT BOTSWANA AND TANZANIA WERE LIKELY 
TO DO THE SAME. KOTSOKOANE STATED THAT ANY GOVERNMENT THAT 
COULD PERSUADE VORSTER TO WITHDRAW HIS POLICEMEN AND ENCOURAGE 
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IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

2. KOTSOKOANE TOLD ME THAT ANC VICE PRESIDENT GABELLAH WOULD 
BE VISITING LESOTHO MARCH 17 TO BRIEF THE GOL ON THE RHODESIA 
SITUATION. 

3. COMMENT: BOTSWANA WOULD COME UNDER TREMENDOUS PRESSURE 
TO ALLOW ITS TERRITORY TO BE USED FOR ATTACKS AGAINST RHODESIA 
IF CURRENT EFFORTS FOR PEACEFUL CHANGE FAILED. IN THE PAST 
BOTSWANA HAS RESISTED SUCH PRESSURE ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE 
USE OF ITS TERRITORY AS A LAUNCHING PAD AGAINST MINORITY REGIMES 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA WOULD THREATEN ITS INDEPENDENCE. BOTSWANA 
HAS MAINTAINED THAT LOSS OF ITS INDEPENDENCE WOULD IN NO WAY 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE LIBERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. HOWEVER GOB 
DOES NOT HAVE THE CAPACITY EFFECTIVELY RESIST DETERMINED BAND 
OF TERRORISTS AND MAY NOT IN FACT HAVE THE WILL TO DO SO IF ITS 
CURRENT EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE RHODESIA CONSTITUTIONAL DISPUTE 
FAILED. 
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